INITIATION AS A POLITICIAN           IOI

Nothing could have done more to strengthen
his position with the new cardinal and Louis XV;
the latter sent him on 2ist September a letter of
thanks full of the most flattering and most valuable
tokens of friendship. Already the conclusion of
the Treaty of Vienna, on i3th May 1727, had
shown the talents of the young diplomat; so the
king's welcome was cordial when Richelieu returned
to Court on 3rd July 1728; he was to benefit from
a privileged position and to enjoy signal honours.

The political horizon once cleared of the black
clouds which overhung it, and the immediate dan-
ger of a foreign war averted, everyone regained
confidence when they saw Fleury guiding the
kingdom with a firm steady hand. Moreover Spain
was seeking a reconciliation with France; on 3rd
August the papal legate to Madrid had sent to
Versailles a letter from the Marquis de la Paz, a
letter written at the orders of Philip V to be shown
to Louis XV. In it Philip V announced the birth
of the child Louis and set down his wish for a
rapprochement, expressing himself without bitter-
ness in tender and affectionate terms. Louis res-
ponded immediately to this first step towards better
relations between the two countries; relations
became less strained, to everyone's satisfaction;
and the happy news was greeted by popular
rejoicings.

His mind precociously mature, the great-grand-
son of the Roi-Soleil showed an unceasing interest
in affairs of State. When he was present at Councils
he rarely spoke, but he listened and took everything